
令和 6年度 奈良県立大学 地域創造学部 学校推薦型選抜 小論文問題（その 1） 

 

第 1問 次の英文を読み、以下の問 1と問 2に答えなさい。 

 

Education is not destiny. There are some people with lots of education who earn very 

little, and there are some people with little education who earn a lot. When we wrote 

this book, Bill Gates, a Harvard dropout who founded Microsoft, was the richest person 

in the world. Mark Zuckerberg, the Facebook CEO, also dropped out of Harvard.  

  With these two examples in mind, it might be tempting to conclude that dropping out 

of college is a great path to success. However, it is a mistake to use two anecdotes1), or 

any small sample of people, to try to judge a statistical2) relationship. （中略） 

  When you look at only a small amount of data, it is easy to jump to the wrong 

conclusion. Keep this warning in mind the next time a newspaper columnist tries to 

sway3) you with a few anecdotes. If the columnist backs up her story with data reflecting 

the experiences of thousands of people, then she has done her job and may deserve to 

win the argument. But if she rests her case after sharing a handful of anecdotes, remain 

skeptical4). Be doubly skeptical if you suspect that the anecdotes have been carefully 

selected to prove the columnist’s point. Argument by anecdote should not be taken 

seriously.  

  There is one exception to this rule. Argument by example is appropriate when you 

are contradicting a blanket5) statement. For example, if someone asserts that every 

National Basketball Association (NBA) player has to be tall, just one counterexample6) 

is enough to prove this statement wrong. In this case, your proof would be Tyrone 

“Muggsy” Bogues, a 5-foot 3-inch (133-pound) dynamo7) who played point guard in the 

NBA for 15 seasons.  

 

(Daron Acemoglu, David Laibson, and John A.List, Economics, 2nd Edition, Global Edition, 2019, 

Pearson Education Limited より作成) 

 

1) anecdote：逸話、エピソード 2) statistical：統計上の 3) sway：を動かす  

4) skeptical：懐疑的な 5) blanket：包括的な、全体的な 6) counterexample：反例  

7) dynamo：すごい人、エネルギッシュな人 

 

 

問 1 筆者はなぜ下線部のように述べているのか説明しなさい。 

 

 

問 2 下線部に当てはまらないケースはどのような場合か、本文に即して説明しなさい。 

 

 

 

著作権者からの許諾を 

 

得ることができないため 

 

問題文は非公開となります。 


